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Welcome to the
SEVENTH edition of the
wickersley partnership
Trust newsletter

It’s been another busy few weeks across the Trust with everyone stepping up to
ongoing challenges and achieving some wonderful things. The seventh edition of
our cross-Trust newsletter highlights just some of the fantastic achievements and
things that we’ve been getting up to.
On behalf of Wickersley Partnership Trust, we wish you a fantastic holiday and a
Happy New Year - and as always, thank you for your continued support.
Best wishes,
Helen O’Brien
CEO, WIckersley Partnership Trust
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wpt
staff awards 2021

Last month, at Magna Science Adventure Centre – schools and departments across
Wickersley Partnership Trust came together to celebrate the hard work, commitment
and dedication of all of the staff across the Trust at our annual Staff Awards event.
After undoubtedly one of the most challenging years that Wickersley Partnership Trust
has faced together, we wanted to give our staff a night to remember – and that it was!
From hundreds of nominations, a total of 28 awards were given out for Contribution,
Collaboration, Leadership, Special Recognition, Lifetime Achievement and Team of the
Year, with winners receiving a personalised glass award, flowers from Forget Me Not
and an Amazon voucher.
We enjoyed a three course meal, flame jugglers, magicians, dancers, a raffle and
performances by ex-Wickersley student and singer-songwriter, Alfie Sheard, and band,
At the Arcade – who got us all on the dancefloor for a fantastic finish to the night.
Of course, none of this would have been nearly as possible without our event sponsors.
A massive thank you goes out to:
Lawson Property Services
S2e
S4S
Hobkirk Electrical
Access Education
MAC Construction Consultants
Pyro Fire Services
We would also like to thank Jump Inc Rotherham, Gulliver’s Valley, Costa Parkgate
Rotherham, Turtle Bay Sheffield, Toby Carvery Rotherham, Rotherham United
Community Sports Trust, Magna Science Adventure Centre, Mellors Catering, Ann’s
Flowers in Aston, Very PC, XMA and Freedomtech for donating some amazing raffle
prizes.
Congratulations to all of our award winners this year – your passion, hard work and
commitment to the Trust does not go unnoticed.

brinsworth whitehill
primary school
FS2 POST THEIR LETTERS TO SANTA
The children in FS2 managed to
avoid the rain and make it to the
postbox to post letters to Santa.

WE RAISED £649 FOR
SHEFFIELD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL’S SNOWFLAKE APPEAL
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
We have raised an amazing £679 for the
Sheffield Children’s Hospital Snowflake Appeal.
Our snowflake is directly above the main
entrance.
What an amazing achievement - thank you all,
Whitehill Wonders!

the gainsborough
academy
cinderella

This week saw the start of panto season here at The Gainsborough Academy. We’ve
spent the week performing our highly-anticipated version of ‘Cinderella’ to some
wonderful audiences and primary schools.
Congratulations and thank you to all of the cast and crew for making this show possible
and as brilliant as it was - well done!

futurechef success

Massive congratulations to Antoni
and Ryan in Y10 for taking part
in the local FutureChef Finals at
Vision West College in Mansfield on
Thursday 25th November.
Mrs Phillips said: “I am massively
proud of Antoni and Ryan who
performed extremely well competing
against 10 other students from
different schools in a commercial
kitchen.”

lincoln and gainsborough
cross country

An outstanding effort from our students at
the Lincoln and Gainsborough District Cross
Country.
The students showed great resilience and
determination.
A huge well done to Rhys Hindley who
finished in an impressive 8th position,
qualifying for the next round!
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christmas card
competition winners
2021
This term we held our third annual Christmas card competition, and we are delighted to
announce the winners.
The competition this year was incredibly tough – we had close to a thousand entries
across six categories, and the quality of entries was simply stunning.
After much discussion and deliberation, eight winners were chosen. The winners were
informed today and each received a festive prize package that included a supply of
their winning Christmas card, a chocolate treat and an Amazon gift voucher.
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christmas card
competition winners
2021

FS
GRACE
ASTON HALL
JUNIOR & INFANT
SCHOOL

FS
POPPY
MONKWOOD
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

KS1
ELIZA
MONKWOOD
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

KS2
ETHAN
ASTON HALL
JUNIOR & INFANT
SCHOOL

KS2
MILEY
ASTON HALL
JUNIOR & INFANT
SCHOOL

KS3
IZABELA
THRYBERGH
ACADEMY

KS3
OLI
CLIFTON
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

KS4
ERIN
RAWMARSH
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

Our annual Christmas card is on its way to all of our colleagues, stakeholders and
friends of the Trust this week.
Congratulations to all winners, and thank you so much to all students who took part in
the competition this year.

aston hall
junior & infant school
OUR CHRISTMAS FAYRE WAS A SUCCESS!
Our Friends of Aston Hall Parent Group - along
with Mrs Hicks and the school staff - put on an
amazing Christmas Fayre at the beginning of
December, with Father Christmas himself being
a big hit.
We raised an amazing £1646 for school, with
the School Council and Friends of Aston Hall
Group now working together to decide what
to spend the money on.

Y5 TAKE ON THE CLIMBING WALL

RAFFLE WINNER

We recently held a raffle to raise money for
Maltby Rother Valley Lions and Holly Barber
was the lucky winner of the Christmas Advent
Tree.
The money raised from the raffle will help
some of the great causes that Maltby Lions
support.

Our Y5 students have been taking on
the WPT climbing wall - facing their
fears and having lots of fun along the
way.
Well done, Y5s!

rawmarsh
community school
MATILDA JR

How wonderful it was to welcome our RCS students back on the stage, treading the
boards to near sell-out audiences after such a long break. Not that you would know,
because it was like the students had never been away. Their talent, energy, and pride
shone over the 6 performances put on throughout December.
It really goes to show that our students do ‘Dream Big’ and believe in themselves as they
committed over 40 hours after school and at weekends to put on the amazing show that
was Matilda Jr, to peers, family/friends, and the local community.
Through difficult times they came together as a family to show everyone just what our
kids can do, and we are really excited to continue promoting the arts through upcoming
events such as R Factor and the Performing Arts Showcase this year.

girls rugby
rcs bake sale
On Friday 12th November, we hosted a
bake sale and raffle in aid of National
Diabetes Day, arranged by Y9 student,
Erin.
£160 was raised in total and the event was
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.
Girls from Y7, Y8 and Y9 had a great
rugby taster session at Wickersley with
Rotherham Titans.
They were joined by over 70 girls from
different Rotherham Schools. It was a
great evening that the girls thoroughly
enjoyed meeting like-minded students
developing skills and understanding.

parliament week wpt welcomes
lord best

As part of Parliament Week on Friday the 12th November, we were lucky to host Lord
Richard Best at a Trust event held at Wickersley School.
Lord Best spoke to our students about the role of a Lord in the House of Lords and how
he became a Lord. Students from Year 12 and 13 Politics, Year 11 Citizenship, and School
Council members from Wickersley, Gainsborough, Clifton and Rawmarsh took part.
Jess Wilson and Libby Richardson, Y13 students, chaired a question and answer session
where our students were able to ask Lord Best questions about a wide variety of issues
ranging from environmental issues to housing and students learned a lot about what it
is like to be a Lord in the House of Lords.

rawmarsh ashwood
primary school
CLASS 2 NATIVITY

CRESWELL CRAGS
Class 3 went on a coach to explore
Creswell Crags. Our guide, Hannah, helped
us explore different activities such as
tent building using leather and animal
fur, spear throwing at wooden bison, and
piecing together real animal bones like a
paleontologist.
After lunch, we went into a cave and
looked at teh weapons, tools and
instruments Stone Age people would have
made using flint, animal skins and stone.

KS1 put on an amazing nativity
performance.
What talented actors and musicians we
have at Ashwood!

WE MET OUR
INTERGENERATIONAL PEN
PALS FOR THE FIRST TIME
Our students met their
intergenerational pen pals for the
first time at Broadacres Care Home.
Since March 2020 – throughout the
pandemic – our students have been
exchanging letters with some of the
residents from the care home and
we finally got to meet our lovely pen
pals face-to-face!
During the visit, Class 2 sang sea
shanties and dropped off more
letters and sweet treats for the
residents to enjoy.
Shirley Ward, resident at Broadacres Care Home, said: “How wonderful. Thank you so
much – you have brightened our day.”
Lindsey Grady, Home Manager at Broadacres Care Home, said: “It was wonderful and
so kind of the children and their teachers to visit.”

monkwood
primary school
fs1 draw their christmas lists
FS1 have been using toy
catalogues to choose what we
would like from Father Christmas.
We have been working on our
pencil control to draw our toys
then we compies our names on
the bottom of our letter.
At the end of the week we posted
these to Father Christmas.

y4 orienteering with pops
Class 11 thoroughly enjoyed their session
in the woods with Pops. The children were
orienteering in small groups and were able to
learn how to orient and align a compass.
After doing this, they were given their bearing
markings and a start point and were able to
use these to locate a letter at a given point.
Finally, when they had all of the letters they
needed, the children were able to spell a word
using all of the letters they had collected.

we raised £413.92 for poppy appeal
As a school, we raised a wonderful £412.92 for the British
Legion’s Poppy Appeal.
Thank you to everyone for donating!
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wickersley school
and sports college
ROBINSON CRUSOE AND THE CARIBBEAN PIRATES

Panto returned to the Wickersley stage with Robinson Crusoe and the Caribbean
Pirates, two years and two days after the curtains closed on our production of Snow
White back in 2019.
We thoroughly enjoyed welcoming our audience back for a night of magic, music,
mystery and monsters. Congratulations to the cast members from Year 8 to Year 13 who
dazzled in their roles.
The work starts now on next year’s show - Sleeping Beauty, the pantomime of your
dreams!

LONDON DANCE TRIP
At the end of November, 30 Dance students
travelled to London for two days to
experience the magic of the West End.
Students got to watch ‘Mary Poppins’ and
‘& Juliet’ and see how the lighting, set and
costumes all came together in productions
of that size. The also got the opportunity to
go to the famous Pineapple Dance Studios
and take part in dance workshops.
Students were also able to experience
some of the sights and sounds that London
had to offer including the London Eye and
Covent Garden.

wpt secondary
schools take part in
hope for the future
eco-summit
On Tuesday 16th November, the five Eco-Council teams from across Wickersley
Partnership Trust’s five secondary schools came together for a day of collaborative
learning and campaigning run by local charity, Hope for the Future.
Hope For The Future is a climate charity which works to equip communities, groups
and individuals across the country to communicate the urgency of climate change with
their local politicians.
So far HFTF have taught the Eco-Council students how to campaign for change and
what campaigning looks like, as well as introducing them to their local politician
through a Q&A session.
The young activists all met and took part in a very interactive and collaborative day
of campaigning through craft and writing activities, and they learned how these
campaigns are met and addressed in Parliament.
It was an extremely productive and proactive day of campaigning and it was also
fantastic to see so many aspiring students from across the five schools connect so well.
Rosie Wright, Schools & Youth Outreach Support Officer, said: “Our team at Hope for
the Future were delighted to work with such passionate and engaged students from the
Eco-Councils across the Wickersley Partnership Trust for our Parliament Week event on
Tuesday 16th November. The focus of the event was on Climate Change and Parliament,
and learning about how students can engage with Parliament and their MPs to inspire
meaningful action to address Climate Change. Throughout the day students crafted
climate-themed decorations for their MPs, wrote postcards to their MPs including their
own poems about climate change, and also took part in a workshop on how to create
petitions to Parliament lead by Professor Cristina Leston-Bandeira of Leeds University.”

rawmarsh sandhill
primary school
our brand new multi-use games area
We have recently had our new
MUGA (multi-use games area)
installed on site.

y5/6 hockey skills
A huge well done to the Y5/6 girls in the Hockey
Festival at Hallam Sports Park.

Mr Roddison, Headteacher at
Sandhill Primary School said:
“We’re delighted to announce
that our new MUGA has now
been installed! This purpose-build
area will really help our children
to develop their ball skills and
teamwork – they have already been
enjoying their new area. A massive
thanks to Lawson Property Services
and Wickersley Partnership Trust for
making the installation possible for
our children.”

adventures with
pops

The girls represented Sandhill brilliantly. They
displayed respect, hard work, and skill to be
incredibly competitive in their 7 hockey matches.

We are so fortunate to have Pops
visiting weekly! So far we’ve made
fairy houses, found stickmen and
made a giant swan’s nest!

awesome autumn
FS1 have spent the last few weeks collecting
autumn treasure with their families and
exploring the treasure at school.
We also made homes for the hedgehog and her
firends in our outside area.

clifton
community school
CHRISTMAS FOODBANK
We have been busy collecting
donations from staff and students
for our local food bank before
Christmas.
We hope these donations will
help our local community this
December. A huge thank you to
everybody that was able to donate.

CLIMBING CLUB
Monday Climbing Club has been a
huge success with our students. It’s
been really pleasing to see students
of all years working together and
challenging themselves on the
climbing wall.
Students had the opportunity to
climb and belay for one another.
Behaviour has been excellent and
the Clifton Way has been evident
throughout.

A VERY CLIFTON CHRISTMAS CONCERT
On Thursday 16th December, we held
our Very Clifton Christmas Concert,
which showcased some of the
amazing talent we have - from vocals,
instrumental, technical and acting!
It was so nice to welcome back
- after a couple of years - a sellout audience and enjoy some
Christmassy songs performed by our
students.
Well done to all involved!
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aston lodge
primary school
lucky mascot
Well done to Luke who proudly led out the
Rotherham Titans Rugby Team as their mascot
before their game.
Luke was definitely a lucky mascot because the
team won against Huddersfield!

ice-skating stars
Well done to Ella and Alana
who performed at Ice Sheffield
in the show ‘Let It Go’.
They did four performances
to a sell-out audience of 6000
people.
What an amazing talent to
have!

fs2 learn about diwali
The children learnt about Diwali during our RE
lessons by reading ‘Dipal’s Diwali’ and the story of
‘Rama and Sita’.
We learnt that Diwali is the ‘Festival of Light’.
We created diya lamps out of clay and painted
them using powder paints. It was a fantastic DT
lesson to practice our colour mixing that we have
learnt the previous week during our art lessons.

santa came to visit
Aston Lodge had a surprise visitor on Monday and
both the children and staff were very excited!
Santa organised a lovely sing-along in the yard
before leaving some wonderful presents for each of
the children.

wpt primary
schools start art
photography lessons
Over the course of this academic year,
Year 5/6 students from across Wickersley
Partnership Trust’s primary schools will be
having Art Photography lessons from Trust
teacher, Heather Irwin.
This is part of their enriched curriculum
entitlement.

Monkwood Primary School were the first
school to start the lessons and they did
brilliantly.

Lesley Bonnington at Monkwood Primary
School said: “Huge thanks to Heather for
the hours she has put in with this!
It is such an enhancement to the
curriculum – and brilliant CPD for staff
too.
We are super proud of our photographers
here at Monkwood.”

We’ll keep you updated throughout the
year as our primary schools start to learn
all things Art Photography and get busy
with the camera.
For now, take a look at some of the
fantastic work the Monkwood students
have produced.
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foljambe
primary school
KOURTNEY SHAVES HAIR OFF TO
RAISE MONEY FOR HER BEST FRIEND

Class 4 student, Kourtney, has recently shaved all of her hair off to raise money for
her best friend – who is undergoing cancer treatment – to cover the hard times that
the family have gone through recently, and to show her friend that she is not alone in
fighting this battle.
She has raised over £1500! Well done, Kourtney – a truly amazing thing to do!

Y2 FRUIT PRINTING

Y6 HOODIES ARRIVED!

The Year 6 hoodies have arrived!
We have been mixing primary
colours to create fantastic
fruit patterns!

The children look amazing and they are delighted!
Foljambe is so proud of this mature and hardworking
bunch. It is wonderful to see them just as proud of their
school.

thrybergh
academy
FUNDRAISING FOR THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION
- IN MEMORY OF MELVIN PALMER
Following the tragic news of Melvin
Palmer’s passing on Thursday 2nd
December – Melvin’s family have let us
know how touched they have been with
the stories, memories and well-wishes
from friends, colleagues and students
across the globe.
Our shared post had over 33,000
individual views – reinforcing the positive
impact that Melvin had on the world.
A fundraising page has been set up by
Melvin’s family to support the excellent
work of the British Heart Foundation.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE

SPONSORED WALK - OUR FINAL TOTAL!
We’re proud to announce that we
raised an amazing £2780 from
our Sponsored Walk earlier in the
term.
Thank you to everyone who kindly
donated to the day.
We will now be liaising with
Thrybergh Country Park to see
how we can support their water
safety efforts.

thrybergh
primary school
FS2 SING A SONG, PAINT A PICTURE
The children have been so immersed
in our new theme, Sing a Song, Paint
a Picture!
It has been wonderful to see them
all dressing up and using props and
instruments to to perform on our
stage.
In our Art Lab the children have
been working hard to make
their own instrument and in our
Computing Lab they have enjoyed
making music on the virtual drums
and piano.
We have also started to look at
work of artists such as Vincent Van
Gogh and Kandinsky. Next week we
look forward to looking at famous
artwork such as The Mona Lisa and
The Thinker. The children will also
be using paint to explore colour and
create their own art.

OUR DONATION TO THE FOODBANK

The bags of food donations have been sent to St
Mary Magdalene Maltby Foodbank.
Thank you to everyone who generously
contributed to the donations to make a difference
in the community this Christmas.

wssc & rcs
sports leaders lead
u8s into hockey festival

On Friday 10th December, Rotherham Hockey Club hosted the School Games U8
Into Hockey Festival. This event was designed as an introduction to the sport, with
the children participating learning the basic fundamentals and how to be safe with a
hockey stick.
The event was run by the Y9 and Y10 Sports Leaders from Wickersley School & Sports
College and Rawmarsh Community School who – over their last few sports leader
sessions – have been learning how to deliver fun, safe and inclusive hockey sessions.
Over 80 children from six schools took part in the event, which was really well received
by school staff who were extremely complimentary of the Sports Leaders running the
different stations.
Mr Walker, School Games Organiser for Rotherham, said: “This was the first event
our Sports Leaders have run independently and it was great to see them delivering to
the Y3 children. All participants had a smile on their face throughout and we certainly
have some PE teachers in the making on our leadership programme – well done to all
involved”.
This event concludes our hockey programme after successful U11 Boys and U11 Girls
pathway competitions.

have a good holiday!
With special thanks to all of the children and families in the
Wickersley Partnership Trust community for contributing their
photos, stories and hard work for this newsletter.

WICKERSLEY PARTNERSHIP TRUST
c/o Clifton Community School
Cranworth Campus
Cranworth Road
Rotherham
S65 1LN
contactus@wickersleypt.org
01709 807600

