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Welcome to the 
second edition of the 
wickersley partnership 
Trust newsletter

This academic year has been one of many challenges and has tested our 
resilience in many different ways. Since March 2020 we have seen lockdown and 
remote learning, staggering returns to a full reopening of schools and ultimately 
our second school closure. Throughout this time, the staff, students, and 
communities of Wickersley Partnership Trust have pulled together, risen to this 
great challenge and done our utmost to support each other. I am so very proud 
of our achievements and thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 

The quality of our provision is continuing to develop across the Trust as we 
establish new ways of working, teaching and learning daily. I have used this 
edition of the newsletter to showcase the many exciting initiatives happening 
across our family of schools and how we have all continued to focus on our 
ambition to send all young people into an ever-changing world able and 
qualified to play their full part in it.  An ambition that all my staff and I will never 
stray from. 

Juggling work, families, and the trials of lockdown is not easy and I would like to 
personally thank you all for your ongoing patience, support, and dedication.

Best wishes and stay safe. 

Helen O’Brien
CEO, WIckersley Partnership Trust
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WPT transforms sports 
hall into a Covid-19 test 
centre
Whilst our schools closed for the 
majority, we transformed our sports 
hall into a Covid-19 test centre, to 
reduce the spread of infection amongst 
those still attending and working in our 
schools.

This site, along with our other at The 
Gainsborough Academy tested around 
1600 staff and children weekly.

It took one day for Lawson Property 
Services to set up the test centre, 
building all of the booths and partitions 
to enable us to start rolling out the 
17,550 tests we have available. This 
means we now have four testing 
stations at the Cranworth Road 
centre, and two further stations at 
The Gainsborough Academy – with 
capacity to expand both centres if and 
when we need.

Melissa Jenkinson, teacher at 

Rawmarsh Ashwood Primary School 
commented: “It is a speedy process 
and I’m happy to have it done weekly 
with it being a very quick result. It 
means that I know I am then safe to go 
into school.”

Staff and pupils have been allocated a 
weekly day and time for their tests, and 
will be transported to and from the centres 
by buses. 

Any positive results will be communicated 
to the staff or parent of the pupil within 
half an hour of the test. Those who test 
positive will be told to isolate in line with 
guidance from the official Test and Trace 
app.

Helen O’Brien, CEO of Wickersley 
Partnership Trust added: “At Wickersley 
Partnership Trust, we have a whole trust 
approach to mental health and well-being 
so pupils and teachers can thrive. We are 
committed to making sure staff and pupils 

are kept safe and 
protected from 
harm. Although it 
has been a massive 
undertaking to 
build a testing 
centre from the 
ground up, I 
am immensely 
proud to be in a 
position to use 
our resources 
to support our 
community and 
ensure staff 
and pupils are 
safe during this 
unprecedented 
time.”



Well done to Sophie in year 7 for winning our drama competition! This was 
to design a set based on the play version of ‘The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe’. 

We hope that you enjoy the Chronicles of Narnia books!

We have received donations from Engie, Liberty Steels and QFM Group, 
which has enabled us to provide visualisers for every teacher in school. This 
will transform the quality of the teaching we can provide - we are extremely 
grateful to all who have donated to us. 

Through our links with business2schools.com, we have also been lucky 
enough to have been donated 25 brand new laptops by Capita. These have 
enabled 25 more families without a device to have one, ensuring even more 
of our students can access our online teaching.

wickersley’s narnia 
drama winner

Thrybergh Academy 
receives local 
business donations



wickersley’s narnia 
drama winner

home learning 
resources

We’d like to thank all of our students and their families for their commitment to 
keeping the togs turning whilst learning from home. We’re impressed with all of 
the work that has been put in by all of you. 

Outside of video calls and set work, here are a few free home learning resources 
that have been popular to keep brains active during lockdown: 

TES Teaching Resources

Twig Education

BBC Bitesize

Teach It English

Talking Tales
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romeo 
& juliet

In drama, the year 7s have been looking at 
‘Romeo & Juliet’. Their task was to create their 
own version of a costume for either Romeo or 
Juliet.

Keep up to date with everything 
that’s going on at Rawmarsh 
Community School with our RCS 
podcast.

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/teacher-essentials/home-learning
https://www.go.twigeducation.com/covid19-global
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.teachitenglish.co.uk/coronavirus/english-resources
https://talkingtales.org/resources.html


Thrybergh Academy and 
Foljambe Primary School 
officially join WPT
Thrybergh Academy and Foljambe 
Primary School became Wickersley 
Partnership Trust schools 12 and 13, 
as they officially joined the Trust on 
February 1st.

The decision for the schools to 
academise under the Trust comes 
after headteachers, David Burnham 
and Beverley Tate-Brier strive to 
achieve an outstanding school status 
- echoing our key aim ‘to send every 
young person into the world able and 
qualified to play their full role in it’. 

Joining WPT means that:

• The schools receive funding directly 
from the government rather than 
local authorities

• There is more control over how 
things are done within the schools

• More support and advice is readily 
available to raise the standards of 
the schools

David Burnham, Headteacher at 
Thrybergh Academy said: “We are 
delighted to officially become part 
of Wickersley Partnership Trust after 

having been supported by the Trust for 
the past two years. The support that 
the school has had means that we are 
now in a position to drive forward our 
aim of providing all of our students 
with an outstanding education. Being 
part of a local multi-academy trust 
is important for us because all of the 
schools within it truly have a voice 
and this means the needs of our 
communities are fully understood and 
catered for. Thrybergh Academy is now 
part of a caring, ambitious family of 
schools and we look forward to what 
the future holds for our students, staff 
and local community.”

Beverley Tate-Brier, Headteacher 
at Foljambe Primary School said: 
“This is a very exciting time for the 
future of Foljambe. We have been 
working in partnership with Wickersley 
Partnership Trust for some time now 
and we are proud of the changes we 
have already made in moving the 
school forward. We cannot wait for 
the building work to take place to 
give our children and their families an 
environment that they deserve.”
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Students in Hazel Class 
made a fantastic start to 
their home learning during 
lockdown. Well done Hazel 
Class! And once again, 
thank you to the children 
and to parents/carers for 
your support.

Foundation Unit 
have had lots of fun 
learning to bake 
with their teachers 
this term.

aston lodge 
updates

Sycamore Class 
having fun in 
the snow.



Shrove Tuesday / Pancake 
Day - Tuesday 16th 
February

Ingredients:

100g plain flour
2 large eggs
Pinch of salt
300ml milk
1 tbsp sunflower or vegetable oil
Lemon wedges
Caster sugar

Instructions:

1. Mix the flour, eggs, milk, oil and salt 
in a bowl

2. Whisk the ingredients to a smooth 
batter

3. Wipe a medium frying pan with 
oiled kitchen paper and set on a me-
dium heat

4. Pour the mix into a pan and cook for 
1 min on each side until golden

5. Serve with what toppings you like!
Make pancakes without 
eggs, flour or milk - 
click for instructions

With pancake day right around the corner, we thought we’d share with you our 
favourite way to make pancakes!

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-pancakes-without-eggs-flour-or-milk
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-pancakes-without-eggs-flour-or-milk


Sandhill Stargazers

We have been continuing with our topic 
‘Stargazer’ where we have identified the 
key events of space exploration. We have 
put the major events in chronological 
order and produced a slide showing each 
one.

A great piece of home learning 
made by Zakk. Zakk created his 
own slide presentation showing 

the Universe. He has really thought 
about the design of each page.
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Brinsworth’s 
10 things to do 
before Easter

Check out this amazing 
rainforest in a shoebox. 

Mrs Dobson is very 
impressed with this home 

learning.

Mrs Hanson is so impressed with how creative 
this one has been with her home learning and 
in going the extra mile. Well done. What a great 
example you have set.



Wellbeing resources and
online safety
During these strange times, it’s more 
important than ever to check in with 
our loved ones. A shake-up of the usual 
routine can affect children and young 
people’s mental health and wellbeing. 

NSPCC - supporting young 
people’s mental health

PSHE Association - mental 
health and emotional 
wellbeing in home learning

Gov.uk - guidance on 
supporting children and young 
people’s mental health

As we spend more time indoors, we’re 
more likely to be spending more time 
online. Here are a few resources to 
keep safe online.

NSPCC - keeping children safe 
online

CBeebies - internet use and 
safety

Safer Internet - advice for 
parents and carers

new outdoor area

The children 
returned from 

their Christmas 
break to a 

fantastic 
Grizedale 

Forest Circuit 
on their 

playground.

We are so 
excited about 

the project - 
here are the 

photos of the 
development.

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/supporting-children-young-people-mental-health
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/supporting-children-young-people-mental-health
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/mental-health-emotional-wellbeing-%E2%80%94-home-learning
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/mental-health-emotional-wellbeing-%E2%80%94-home-learning
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/mental-health-emotional-wellbeing-%E2%80%94-home-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/article-internet-use-and-safety
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/article-internet-use-and-safety
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers


Monkwood donation

RECRUITING NOW

Become a school 
governor with WPT

We’re recruiting for school governors across the Trust (voluntary role). 

If you’re looking for a new challenge that will enhance the education for our 
students, we’d love to hear from you. 

Click the link to watch the video, which explains what you need to know before 
you apply. Our ‘Become a School Governor’ leaflet is on the next two pages.

Watch the video
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We have received a donation from local business owner Tim Naylor who owns 
the Horse & Jockey pub in Rawmarsh. He requested this donation to go towards 
access to home learning for children.

We have put the money to good use and purchased internet dongles on a 
monthly data plan for Monkwood students who would otherwise have no access 
to the internet whilst working from home.

We would like to express our thanks to Tim for his generous donation and for 
supporting the local school community. 

https://youtu.be/ssTF5q456lw


Become 
a School   

Governor   
with Wickersley Partnership Trust

Do something inspiring today - become 

a school Governor.  Make a difference 

and develop your own skills!

Wickersley Partnership Trust consists of a group of thirteen 
Primary and Secondary schools predominantly in Rotherham. 
The children and young people it serves are aged from three 
to eighteen and total almost seven thousand! Each school is 
supported by its own community based Local Governing Body 
made up of parents/carers, local community representatives 
and businesses.

Schools across the country require people to volunteer as 
Governors on their Local Governing Bodies. Despite the fact 
that an estimated 250,000 people volunteer in this way each 
year, there is still a shortage.  

So, why not give back and help give children and young people 
the best start in life, whilst developing your own skills in a way 
which can benefit your career. We like to think of it as a win-win 
situation!

You don’t have to be a teacher
to change a young person’s life!
You can make a positive difference to the lives of young people in your local community 
by becoming a School Governor and helping to drive school improvement. A school’s 
Local Governing Body plays an important role in a school’s success, working together 
as a team to support and challenge senior school leadership and guiding their strategic 
direction.

School Governors need to reflect and represent the local communities they serve. They 
also need people with a good blend of knowledge, skills and experience. So, whatever 
your age or background and wherever you are in your career, you will have a lot to 
contribute and gain from being a School Governor.

Staff, parents, 
pupils and 

governors have 
come a long way 
together since I 

joined and
together with the 
Governing Body 
and the support 

of the Head 
teacher we are all 

determined to
ensure that our 
children receive 
the very best 

education possible.

“
“



An opportunity for
personal development
This could include:
• Strategic leadership
• Project management
• Influencing and 

negotiation

 I feel my experience working 
in education is still being put 
to use in a very worthwhile 

voluntary role as a governor. 
I particularly enjoy visiting 

the school on a regular 
basis and working alongside 
the students, staff, SLT 
and other members of our 

governing board is a privilege.

What’s the commitment?

You will need to attend half-termly meetings, typically outside of school hours, and do 
the necessary preparatory reading. The time commitment is in the region of 2-3 hours a 
month depending on the school or additional responsibilities you take on. 

The Trust has an extensive programme of support with regular, bespoke training 
sessions, Governor network meetings, extensive Governor online resources, an annual 
WPT Governor’s conference AND additional training opportunities through Learners 
First Partnership – all free of charge.

We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world 
able and qualified to play their full part in it.

Matt Sutton

As a governor I have been able to access 
training courses that have not only supported 

me in school governance but also personally 
and professionally. I have gained in confidence 
through chairing meetings, and have the joy 
of attending school concerts and events.

Senior Operations Manager, 
Wickersley Partnership Trust

For further information and an 
application form

 on clerk@wickersleypt.org  |  01709 807600

or visit www.wickersleypt.org or www.learnersfirst.net/governance

VIDEO - A 
volunteer talks 

about the role of 
Governor

WICKERSLEY PARTNERSHIP TRUST
C/O Clifton Community School Campus, 

Cranworth Road, Rotherham, S65 1LN

• Budget control
• Teamwork
• Communication
• Problem solving

“ “

“ “
01709 807600

contactus@wickersleypt.org
www.wickersleypt.org

useful links

CASE STUDIES 
- Inspiring 

Governance

Schools are complex organisations and the skills 
you gain can help you in your current job and 
future career. 

Contact



The Gainsborough 
Academy

¡Buen provecho! In 
Spanish, students are 
learning about El día 
de Candelaria and have 
been set the challenge of 
creating their own tortillas 
de carnaval (Spanish 
pancakes). Here is an 
effort sent in from Rhys in 
Year 7. Safe to say we are 
impressed!

Students in 
KS3 have been 
making different 
kinds of soup 
as part of Food 
Technology 
studies.

“We are so very grateful for our lovely 
surprise sent to the Academy from 
a parent for staff to enjoy! We are 
overwhelmed by the kindness and 
just happy to play our small part in 
this ongoing situation. Thank you!” - 
Headteacher, Anna Leng
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Random Acts of Kindness 
Day - Wednesday 17th 

February

LOCKDOWN ACTS OF KINDNESS IDEAS:

Call a friend you haven’t spoken to in a while

Make a cup of tea for someone you live with

Help with a household chore at home

Host a virtual games night with friends and family

Plant a tree - be kind to the environment too!

Take some time to relax this half term - it’s important to be kind to yourself

Ashwood Primary 
School

Children’s mental health 
week was 1st Feb - 5th Feb 
this year. This is a poster that 
Abbey, one of our student 
mental health ambassadors 
has made for our children’s 
mental health week. 

Well done, Abbey! Great work 
in promoting positive mental 
health and wellbeing.

Year 1 and 2 used Amanda Gorman’s poem ‘The 
Hill We Climb’ to show artwork based on hope 
and new beginnings. 



Foljambe Primary 
School Rebuild

Wickersley Partnership Trust 
has received funding from the 
Department for Education to 
improve the school building and 
facilities at Foljambe.

Plans are being put in place for 
extensive building works which 
will include:

• Extensive roof works and the 
installation of cladding.

• Demolition of building to the 
front of school & construction 
of new building and corridor.

• Full electrical rewire of the 
whole site which will include 
new LED lighting throughout.

• Installation of new boilers/
water heaters.

• Full refurbishment of all 
classrooms, communal areas 
and toilet blocks.

• Installation of new outdoor 
provisions in KS1 and 
foundation stage including 
a Multi-use games area 
(MUGA).

For more information 
on this project, 
visit the parent 
consultation web 
page.
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https://www.foljambeprimary.co.uk/consultation/
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Clifton Community 
School
“We, like all of you cannot wait for a 
time when we can all return to some 
degree of normality and be once again 
together but in the meantime, stay 
safe and enjoy the half term break.” - 
Headteacher, Tony Hardcastle

In year 8 we build on our skills and 
culture studies from year 7 and we 
study Mexico Day of the dead. We 
have been looking at all the different 
repeat patterns and doing some hand 
drawn and digital designs. We have 
been making a 3D day of the dead 
skull using salt dough which we will 
decorate next week.

The year 11 team are very proud of 
how the majority of the year group 
has adapted to, and are engaging in 
online learning. This is evident in the 
high number of CFPs received, as well 
as numerous virtual learning superstars 
and proud Thursday nominations. 

Well done all!

Aston Hall Junior & 
infant School

“Our children have settled in brilliantly 
to remote learning, taking part in live 
lessons and also completing the tasks 
set for them with real determination. 
We have been super proud of how 
determined they have been with their 
writing in particular, and it has been 
great to see what some of the children 
have produced whilst working at home. 

Attendance from all children at these 
live lessons  has been exceptional and 
we want to thank all our parents/carers 
for their support in these challenging 
times.” - Headteacher, Mark Roddison



With special thanks to all of the children and families in the 
Wickersley Partnership Trust community for contributing their 

photos, stories and hard work for this newsletter.

WICKERSLEY PARTNERSHIP TRUST
c/o Clifton Community School 
Cranworth Campus
Cranworth Road
Rotherham
S65 1LN
contactus@wickersleypt.org
01709 807600


